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Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee,

| am writing to voice my support for HB7317: An Act Relating To Education -- Rhode
Island Early Educator Workforce Act, which would continue funding for WAGE$, which
provides education-based salary supplements to center-based educators and family
childcare providers working with children in an early childhood setting.

think it would be devastating to our industry to lose this wages funding. As we are trying
fo build the early childhood industry up, the wages are still a hindrance for most people to
pe able to stay in the.Industry. This supplement of wages helped employees stay in the
vorkforce, and able to take care of their own families outside of the workplace. As we
know early childhood education is one of the lowest paying industries in Rhode Island.
This program allows teachers to stay in the industry and allow the children that we
pducate do you have consistency in their classrooms. lllasked you to please think of the
children that are impacted the most by changes you may make.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Heather Mayo
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Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee,

| am writing to voice my support for SB2369: An Act Relating To Education -- Rhode
Island Early Educator Workforce Act, which would continue funding for WAGE$, which
provides education-based salary supplements to center-based educators and family
childcare providers working with children in an early childhood setting.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Heather Mayo
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