
Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee, 

I am writing to voice my support for HB7317: An Act Relating To Education -- Rhode
Island Early Educator Workforce Act, which would continue funding for WAGE$,  which
provides education-based salary supplements to center-based educators and family
childcare providers working with children in an early childhood setting.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, 



Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee, 

I am writing to voice my support for SB2369: An Act Relating To Education -- Rhode
Island Early Educator Workforce Act, which would continue funding for WAGE$,  which
provides education-based salary supplements to center-based educators and family
childcare providers working with children in an early childhood setting.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, 
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  My name is Emily Franceschi, and I am one of the many recipients of the WAGES      Program. This program is one that I will always be grateful for as it's to incredibly hard to make ends meet, especially in today's economy, on the salaries that we are earning. This program has helped me pay off so many bills, and has helped ease my mind and allowed me to breathe a little bit easier. This field is so severely underpaid and underappreciated, and without childcare the economy would suffer more than it already iis as people wouldn't be able to attend work each day. This is a field where you want the most qualified professionals. It's hard to find individuals who truly have a passion for education when they aren't being properly compensated for it. There are so many qualified people out there who are leaving the field for the sole reason alone of the poor compensation we are receiving. I urge you to continue funding this program as these children and families are relying on us early educators to continue showing up day and day out, just as we have and will continue to do. I fully and whole-heartedly support this program and think you should too. Thank you for your consideration.
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