
Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee, 

I am writing to voice my support for HB7317: An Act Relating To Education -- Rhode
Island Early Educator Workforce Act, which would continue funding for WAGE$,  which
provides education-based salary supplements to center-based educators and family
childcare providers working with children in an early childhood setting.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, 



Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee, 

I am writing to voice my support for SB2369: An Act Relating To Education -- Rhode
Island Early Educator Workforce Act, which would continue funding for WAGE$,  which
provides education-based salary supplements to center-based educators and family
childcare providers working with children in an early childhood setting.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, 
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	Text6:   Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee,

 My name is Beatriz Burgos, and I am an early childhood educator at Love 4 All   Learning Center in Rhode Island. I am writing to strongly support the continued funding for WAGE$ through the Rhode Island Early Educator Workforce Act.

Every day, I work closely with young children and their families. I support their learning, their behavior, and their emotional development. For many of our children, the classroom is a safe and stable place where they feel loved, supported, and ready to learn.

However, the reality is that early childhood educators are not paid well. Despite the important role we play, many of us struggle with low wages while trying to continue our education, support our own families, and stay in this field that we truly love. We are the foundation of children’s future, but the compensation does not reflect the value of our work.

Programs like WAGE$ make a real difference in our lives. This support helps us financially, reduces stress, and allows us to continue pursuing our education and professional goals. For me personally, as someone working full time while continuing my studies in early childhood education, this kind of support motivates me to keep going and not give up on my dream.

WAGE$ is not just about money—it is about recognition. It shows that our work matters. It helps educators stay in the field, grow professionally, and provide better care and education for children. When teachers feel supported, children benefit from stronger relationships, better learning experiences, and more consistency in their care.

Investing in early childhood educators is investing in the future of our children and our community. We are shaping the next generation, and we need support to continue doing this important work.

I respectfully ask you to continue funding WAGE$ and support the educators who are the foundation of our children’s future.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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	Text8: Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee,

My name is Jelisa Dacruz, and I am an early childhood educator at Love 4 All Learning Center in Rhode Island. I have been working in this field for over 15 years, and I am writing to strongly support the continued funding for WAGE$ through the Rhode Island Early Educator Workforce Act.

Throughout my years as an educator, I have dedicated myself to supporting young children during the most important stage of their development. I have built strong relationships with families, helped children grow academically and emotionally, and committed myself to this profession because I truly care about making a difference. However, despite the passion and dedication required in this field, early childhood educators have historically been underpaid and often overlooked.

For many years, I continued this work without feeling fully appreciated or supported financially. It has not been easy to stay in a profession that demands so much while receiving so little in return. That is why programs like WAGE$ have made such a meaningful impact in my life.

For the first time in my career, I feel recognized and valued for the work I do. WAGE$ has provided financial support that helps reduce stress and allows me to continue working in a field I love. It has also motivated me to keep growing professionally and to continue giving my best to the children and families I serve.

Early childhood educators are the foundation of children’s future. We help shape their first experiences with learning, relationships, and emotional development. When educators are supported, children benefit from stronger, more consistent, and higher-quality care.

I respectfully ask you to continue funding WAGE$ so that educators like me, who have dedicated many years to this field, can feel valued, supported, and motivated to continue this important work.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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