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DearChairmanAbneyandmembersoftheRhodelsLandHouseFinanceCommittee,

MynameisKathleenGenti[e,IresideinCranston,Rhodels[andandhavebeenworking

withstudentsenro[ledintheRhodelslandAuditoryOralProgram(RIAOP)asateaching
assistantfor14years.IamwritinginsupportOfH7011:MakinganAppropriationtothe
RhodelslandAuditoryOratProgram.

Iappreciatetheopportunitytoexpresshowimportantthisappropriationisforthefutureof
auditoryoralinstruction.TherearemanyRhodelslandresidentswhoaredeaforhardof
hearingwhohavebenefitedandcontinuetobenefitfromthe[earningmoda[itiesonly
availabtethroughRIAOP.Students`whouseheafingtechnotogysuchascochtearimp[ants
and/orhearingaidsandhavechosentoutilizespokencommunicationareprovidedwith
educationservjcesfromAuditoryOralTeachersoftheDeaf,andAuditoryOralSpeech
LanguagePathologist,OccupationalTherapistsandPhysicalTherapists.

Overthepast14years1havewitnessedstudentsenterschoolattheageof3with[imited
orallanguageabilitiestogoontolearnandthrivebecauseoftheuniqueprogramprovided
tothemonlythroughRIAOP.Thegoa[foreachstudentistohelpthemmaximizethejr

potentialfromsma[lclassroominstructiontomainstreamingandthenforeachstudentto
beabletoretumtotheirhomeschootdistrictwithRIAOPprovidingou{reachservices.

ThisserviceprovidedthroughtheRIAuditoryOralProgramprovidesequitableaccessto

educationformanyDeafandHardofHearingstudentswhoalongwiththeirparentshave
chosenanorallanguagemodeofcommunication.Withoutthisfundingthiseducational
opportunity wilt cease to exist.

IsincerelyaskthatyouapproveH7011:MakinganAppropriationtotheRhodeIsland
AuditoryOratProgramwhjchwitlcontinuetoprovideanequitabteapproachtothe
specia[izededucationalservicesthatDeafandHardofHearingstudentsutilizinghearjng
technologies need.

Thankyouforyourtimeandservice,

cRAfa`VIGcj-TCz>
Kathleen M. Gentile

70 Lexington Avenue, Cranston, Rl 02910

kaLb.Q_b_8_Z@_veliz.Qn±rLe±    (401 ) 793-0780


