
Chairman Abney and members of the House Finance Committee, 

I am writing to voice my support for HB7317: An Act Relating To Education -- Rhode
Island Early Educator Workforce Act, which would continue funding for WAGE$,  which
provides education-based salary supplements to center-based educators and family
childcare providers working with children in an early childhood setting.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, 
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        WAGE$ improved my life and it could negatively impact me if I don’t receive help from this program. 
      The extra money I recently received helped me organize my life better. It gave me structure and allowed me to pay off a credit debt and get ahead on meals for my children. 
I have two children, I study, I work, and receiving money at a time when I needed it was a huge relief, and it will continue to be a great relief for me and my family. It allowed me to have less stress, to focus more on my children and all my daily tasks. It also helped me feel happier and receiving it unexpectedly was incredible for me. 
I’m very grateful for that. It was a great relief for which I thanked God and the people who dedicate themselves to improving others’ lives.
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