Dear Chair Abney and Committee members,

My name is Cameron, | live in Providence, and | am writing in support of Bill H8317,
Representative Alzate’s $5M allocation to reverse RIPTA’s service cuts.

I moved to Rhode Island at the beginning of 2025 and utilized RIPTA as my main mode of
transportation. | am privileged enough to live and work near two of the rapid service bus
lines. However, | have had to travel to cities like Warwick, Woonsocket, and Newport for
grocery shopping, appointments, and interviews; in several of those instances, | have cut
very close to on time due to late and delayed services. It becomes increasingly frustrating
to travel to cities outside of Providence, as the bus system becomes less frequent, and you
may have to wait up to 30 minutes to an hour for the next one. Many of those moments, |
have instead resorted to taking an Uber/Lyft, which can cost up to $20, rather than using
my bus pass, which my job covers.

Beyond my personal experiences, Rhode Island is unique for its small size, allowing buses
to cover much more ground compared to other states. Providence is an expensive city to
live in, so many live in more affordable areas such as Pawtucket, Cranston, Warwick, and
East Providence. However, with cuts to those services, many are inconvenienced every day.
Public transportation and housing go hand in hand. Providence is experiencing a housing
shortage, and there is not really that much more room to build. Instead, those outlying
cities should build up, but in order to encourage more people to live there, public transit
needs to be expanded to those areas to make it more accessible. It’s been proven, looking
at other major cities in the United States (New York City, Boston, Chicago, Washington DC),
that people like accessible and frequent public transportation and that it creates many
opportunities, especially in this age where owning a car is getting more and more
expensive. | believe not only will reserving the service cuts improve the lives of people here,
but it will also help Rhode Island become more accessible for any future residents.

The service cuts have been devastating for tens of thousands of riders like me. A report
released by the Save RIPTA coalition found that since the service cuts went into effectin
September 2025:


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpvdstreets.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F01%2FService-Impacts-Report_package.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CHousefinancecomm%40rilegislature.onmicrosoft.com%7C12011df65c824c8ee77e08de98d2a81c%7C9fe6112ca456463789dc0f284ceffc66%7C0%7C0%7C639116229767210042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mU3NQ8yeWoz%2FH5Z1US6RTt%2BRAFPmWiHGMs1Gz52BJIk%3D&reserved=0

Ridership dropped 12.1% or about 125,000 trips by November

Riders are burdened with less reliable and frequent service —

restricting access to jobs, healthcare, education, and recreation.

30% of RIPTA riders are at risk of losing employment, 8% lost pay,

and 3.6% lost their jobs directly

RIPTA operators' working conditions have deteriorated

RIPTA service has gotten 29% more expensive to operate per service

hour



'Public Transit' is mentioned no less than 80 times in Rhode Island's own strategic plans for
economic development, housing production, and climate. However, the service cuts have
left RIPTA too small and crippled to even meet the needs of its existing riders, let alone
expand to strengthen our state’s competitiveness and livability.

That’s why I’m urging you to support H8317. Without reversing RIPTA’s devastating service
cuts, RIPTA cannot meet the needs of a growing population that requires affordable and
sustainable transportation, and RIPTA cannot grow to meet our climate, social justice, and
economic goals.

Sincerely,
Cameron Drury
126 Camp St,

Providence, Rl 02906


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.simpleviewinc.com%2Fsimpleview%2Fimage%2Fupload%2Fv1%2Fclients%2Frhodeisland%2F00_OceanStateAccelerates_Strategy_FINAL_APPROVED_optimized_65f915fc-deac-4da4-bc31-b21f302887a1.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CHousefinancecomm%40rilegislature.onmicrosoft.com%7C12011df65c824c8ee77e08de98d2a81c%7C9fe6112ca456463789dc0f284ceffc66%7C0%7C0%7C639116229767237857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hURm5WfYlae7rWtgDVLj9jzj%2B9PpMxE23pF6MSFZJEo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplanning.ri.gov%2Fsites%2Fg%2Ffiles%2Fxkgbur826%2Ffiles%2F2025-10%2FHousing%25202030_10-9-2025%2520reduced%2520size.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CHousefinancecomm%40rilegislature.onmicrosoft.com%7C12011df65c824c8ee77e08de98d2a81c%7C9fe6112ca456463789dc0f284ceffc66%7C0%7C0%7C639116229767255926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sioimR%2Fv2eqJLpkSY0SQ8v8gljYkqMqizRGWV6JtgAw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecori.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F01%2FRI-Climate-Action-Strategy_v3-for-Review-by-RIEC4-final-draft-3.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CHousefinancecomm%40rilegislature.onmicrosoft.com%7C12011df65c824c8ee77e08de98d2a81c%7C9fe6112ca456463789dc0f284ceffc66%7C0%7C0%7C639116229767273816%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nEovkh%2BAe5S4YehTRTGk7mUuqYrXRgR7ubLQK8GVSGk%3D&reserved=0

