
Dear Chair Abney and Committee members, 
 
My name is Cedric Ye, and I am a high school student who lives in Providence. I am writing in support of Rep. 
Cortvriend’s H8178, which would convert Governor McKee’s proposed $9.3M increase of the Highway 
Maintenance Account into a predictable 20% share of the Highway Maintenance Account. 
 
RIPTA’s unprecedented service cuts have been devastating for transit riders like me. Although my route’s 
frequency was reduced by just 10 minutes, my commute from school has doubled in length because I now have 
to wait a full 40 minutes for the bus instead of 5. Often, buses run so late that it is faster for me to walk, and I’ve 
often ridden buses so crowded we broke federal law. Even so, I consider myself a lucky transit rider -- 30% of 
respondents to a rider survey reported being concerned about their employment, and 3% have already lost their 
jobs as a result of the service cuts. 
 
The service cuts are an unfortunate but predictable outcome of RIPTA’s broken funding model. RIPTA’s 
biggest revenue source, the gas tax, is not indexed to inflation. Between FY2013 and the FY2025 budget, 
when indexed to 2013 dollars, RIPTA’s state funding decreased by 16% even when including you and your 
colleagues’ historic $15M investment into RIPTA. Across the same period, the state budget increased 24% 
and RIDOT’s state funding ballooned by 82%.  

 
 
*In the FY 2026 budget, RIDOT’s state funding grew from 82% to 214% of 2013 levels due to a significant, one-year increase in 
“other funds”. This data point was excluded because this increase corresponded with a drop in federal funding, so I was unsure that 
“other funds” only represented state sources during that year. An appendix for this graph is posted below. 
 
This is an astonishing disparity that has deprived tens of thousands of Rhode Islanders of a reliable, 
convenient public transit system that advances our state’s climate, economic, and social justice goals. It 
also makes your job as the House Finance Committee more difficult -- instead of being able to depend on a 



sustainable funding model, RIPTA faces fiscal cliffs during the most difficult budgetary years. Unfortunately, 
your recent historic investments in RIPTA -- such as the recent increase in the gas tax -- repeat the same 
problem, as they are also not indexed to inflation. 
 
Rhode Island can and must dedicate more funding for transportation -- in fact, most peer states already 
do. Massachusetts’ proposed FY2027 budget directs over 70% of state transportation funding to public transit. 
Connecticut DOT’s FY2026 transportation budget directs 57% of capital spending to public transit. Delaware’s 
FY2026 budget allocated 45.7% of transportation funding to public transit. In comparison, Rhode Island 
allocates just 17.5% of transportation funding to public transit. H8178 and other bills like Rep. Stewart’s 
H8315 (29% gas tax index to RIPTA) are not even attempts to reduce this gap; they simply prevent it from 
expanding further. S2095 would turn Governor McKee’s proposed $9.3M Highway Maintenance Account 
allocation to RIPTA and index it to inflation so that RIPTA’s financial foundation will last for decades, instead 
of eroding into a fiscal cliff every other year. 
 
I urge you to please support H8178 and the rest of the Save RIPTA package to ensure that RIPTA finally 
receives the funding that it deserves. In our unprecedented climate crisis, affordability crisis, and housing crisis, 
there has never been a more urgent time to ensure that our public transit funding keeps up with inflation. 
 
Thank you so much for your consideration, 
Cedric Ye 
 
43 Irving Avenue, Providence, 02906 
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Year 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 
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Conversion rate to 
2013 dollars 
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RIPTA State Funding 
in 2013 Dollars 

$57,93
9,123 

$52,01
9,093 

$54,94
9,706 

$58,24
8,606 

$56,05
9,626 

$55,81
9,599 

$59,45
6,507 

$54,77
0,882 

$53,81
3,831 

$41,28
6,141 

$49,92
4,075 

$45,08
4,053 

$48,48
5,445 

$53,67
7,205 

$53,47
1,384 

RIDOT State Funding 
in 2013 Dollars 

$135,4
70,632 

$115,1
48,858 

$145,4
53,674 

$136,9
14,389 

$167,4
27,468 

$196,3
91,140 

$237,8
51,379 

$262,1
13,104 

$225,0
57,015 

$200,1
07,340 

$202,4
55,745 

$245,4
55,665 

$247,0
40,612 

$425,4
11,501 

$252,4
57,123 

RI State Budget in 
2013 Dollars (Billions) $8.10 $8.07 $8.55 $8.42 $8.46 $8.53 $8.75 $8.91 $10.96 $10.43 $10.40 $10.40 $10.07 $10.18 $10.58 

                

 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 

RIPTA State Funding 
as % of 2013 level, in 
2013 dollars 0% -10% -5% 1% -3% -4% 3% -5% -7% -29% -14% -22% -16% -7% -8% 

RIDOT State Funding 
as % of 2013 level, in 
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All RIPTA/RIDOT data sourced from OMB documents. State Budget numbers sourced from the Providence Journal, Rhode Island 
Current, and other local media stations. Conversion rates sourced from the US Inflation Calculator. Access individual sources here: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NtpU11Rk7q7gPnkGH1SbPEFLWw0m3a0YxfHkQnAlfxk/edit?pli=1&gid=0#gid=0  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NtpU11Rk7q7gPnkGH1SbPEFLWw0m3a0YxfHkQnAlfxk/edit?pli=1&gid=0#gid=0

