
Chair Marvin L. Abney   April 9, 2026 

House Finance Committee  

Rhode Island State House  

RE: Testimony in support of BILL H7010 – Relating to Human Services, Medical Assistance  

Sojourner House is in strong support of House bill 7010 which aligns with our commitment of supporting 

survivors of domestic and sexual violence (DV/SV). As a prominent non-profit organization in Rhode Island 

serving over 5,000 clients in almost every city and town across our state, we are well positioned to speak to the 

needs of survivors of domestic and sexual violence and the importance of H7010 in attempting to address some 

of those needs.   

For 50 years, Sojourner House, a non-profit based in Providence but now providing services across the state, has 

served thousands of victims and survivors of domestic abuse, sexual violence, and human trafficking. We offer 

wraparound services such as support groups, emergency shelter, transitional and permanent supportive housing, 

sexual health advocacy, and emotional support. We believe that everyone deserves a safe, healthy home, and 

proudly house all genders. 

H7010 would allow licensed independent clinical social workers to be reimbursed for their services through 

Medicaid. Passing this bill would remove barriers for these professionals in providing essential services to low-

income Rhode Islanders in need of mental health support which is of particular importance among our RI 

neighbors impacted by domestic and sexual violence. Domestic violence is most common among women, lower-

income households, and in lower-income neighborhoods where economic resources are already scarce.i,ii,iii,iv,v,vi 

Further, nearly all who report experiences of domestic violence (94-99%) have been economically victimized.vii,viii 

As a result, these women often have a harder time gaining economic independence; instead, they are left 

choosing between staying in an abusive relationship or leaving with little to no resources to sustain themselves 

and their children.vii,viii,ix  

Coupled with the constraints of leaving experiences of violence and abuse, survivors of domestic and sexual 

violence and human trafficking face significant negative mental health repercussions including post-traumatic 

stress disorder and depression affecting between 54-75% of survivors.x The economic background and 

exploitation of those who experience DV/SV makes it difficult for those fleeing to secure the resources needed to 

mentally heal. Passing bill H7010 would help expand access to critical mental health resources among 

some of the most vulnerable Rhode Islanders.   

On behalf of Sojourner House, one of Rhode Island’s leading domestic and sexual violence non-profit 

organizations, we respectfully urge you to support House bill H7010 to help increase mental health support 

among our Rhode Island communities and pathways forward for survivors in our state.  
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