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Committed to Ending:
Domestic Violence « Sexual Assault « Human Trafficking

RE: Testimony in support of BILL H8155—Criminal Injuries Compensation
Dear Chair Abney and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of House Bill 8155. By strengthening victim
compensation resources for relocation costs, this bill helps ensure survivors of domestic violence, sexual
assault, and human trafficking are supported in seeking protection from harm.

For 50 years, Sojourner House, a non-profit based in Providence but now providing services across the
state, has served thousands of victims and survivors of domestic abuse, sexual violence, and human
trafficking. We offer wraparound services such as support groups, emergency shelter, transitional and
permanent supportive housing, sexual health advocacy, and emotional support. We believe that everyone
deserves a safe, healthy home, and proudly house all genders.

Survivors may have access to compensation through Rhode Island’s Criminal Injuries Compensation
program, however the current restrictions limit how much of that money can be used for relocation. Due to
the challenging housing landscape in our state where affordable housing stocks remain critically low,
many people fleeing violent situations cannot afford the first month’s rent, security deposits, or temporary
housing, leaving them trapped in life-threatening circumstances.’

When people attempt to leave or seek help with abusive relationships, it is typically at times when the
violence has escalated significantly making it a particularly crucial moment for safety." Being brave enough
to attempt to leave or ask for help for the first time without the appropriate resources available in our
communities leaves people at substantial risk of experiencing increased violence and even losing their
lives at the hands of their abusers." Research shows that the rates at which people return to their abusive
households increases as the lack of supportive and affordable housing available decreases." Thus,
without adequate resources to secure stable housing, survivors risk returning to unsafe situations.

Intervention and support during this transition is essential to lasting safety and survival.

H8155 addresses this barrier by allowing survivors to use a larger portion of their compensation for
relocation and safety-related expenses. This is a practical, low-cost, high-impact step that can directly
save lives. On behalf of Sojourner House, we respectfully urge you to SUPPORT House Bill 8155 to give
survivors more resources needed to leave abusive or dangerous situations safely. This billis a
commonsense and lifesaving measure.
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