To Chair Cortvriend and Honorable Members of the Committee:

My name is Kate Chess. I’'m writing this testimony to urge your support of H7127 to fully
fund RIPTA.

| am visually impaired. | can’t drive, but | can and do work and pay taxes. Like many Rhode
Islanders, | rely on RIPTA to get around. | also use the bus to go places with my 6 year old
daughter, since | can’t drive her places.

Fully funding public transportation helps people like me who depend on the bus — but it
also makes our state greener, reduces congestion on the road for everyone, and makes
Rhode Island an appealing place to live and work. Our government’s constant
deprioritization of the public transportation system makes me wonder why | choose to live
here, especially when neighboring states like Massachusetts and Connecticut invest more.
Cuts have led families like mine a to choose to leave the state. Businesses have made the
same choice.

But you can turn it around by thinking of the future and supporting the full budgetary
funding, including the $13.8M in the Governor’s FY2027 budget to close RIPTA budget
deficit. | urge you to support Rep. Alzate’s H8256 to increase funding by $5 million and
return RIPTA to September 2025 levels.

Thanks for your attention to this matter.

Kate Chess


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebserver.rilegislature.gov%2FBillText%2FBillText26%2FHouseText26%2FH8256.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CHousefinancecomm%40rilegislature.onmicrosoft.com%7C0bff0714456d45fedd5a08de7d853197%7C9fe6112ca456463789dc0f284ceffc66%7C0%7C0%7C639086208344548405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0Ude3tZTSm6RAqbNsiqkrmdrv5Tr97HzOTOU6d7jNXg%3D&reserved=0
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