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Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony today. Rhode Island KIDS COUNT would like to voice our 
support for the Governor’s proposal to make the Rhode Island Hope 
Scholarship a permanent program. The state’s economic success depends on 
a highly educated and skilled workforce, and this success depends on the 
state’s ability to make educational opportunities beyond high school accessible 
for more students. 
 
Between 2023 and 2033, jobs requiring a postsecondary degree or certificate 
are projected to grow faster than jobs requiring less education. Between 2019 
and 2023 in Rhode Island, adults with high school diplomas were more than 
twice as likely to be unemployed as those with bachelor’s degrees or higher, 
and the median annual income for adults with high school diplomas was 
$43,381, compared to $68,556 for adults with bachelor’s degrees. 
 
Many students, especially low-income students, face barriers to college 
enrollment and completion, such as insufficient academic preparation, difficulty 
navigating the application and financial aid processes, and the high cost of 
college. There continue to be large gaps in college access, particularly four-
year college enrollment. For example, in 2024 28% of low-income students 
were enrolled in a four-year institution compared to 55% of high-income 
students. Rhode Island students, especially our low-income students, 
need a four-year option that is accessible and affordable. 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Rhode Island, there are also large gaps in college completion between 
low-income and higher-income students, with 42% of low-income students 
completing college within six years, compared to 72% of higher-income 



students. There are also large disparities by race and ethnicity, language 
status, and disability. 
 
Eliminating the sunset date for the Rhode Island Hope Scholarship will likely 
increase the percentage of low-income students and Students of Color 
enrolling at Rhode Island College and make a four-year college experience 
more accessible to these students. Students who receive financial aid 
generally have lower dropout rates than non-aided students, but dropout rates 
vary depending on the amount and timing of student financial aid.  
 
Affordability is not the only barrier to increasing Rhode Island's college 
enrollment and completion rates, but it is essential. Thank you for the 
leadership that the General Assembly has shown in investing in children from 
birth through college and investing in the education and training of our state's 
workforce and thank you for the opportunity to testify today. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


