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RE: Testimony in support of Governor’s Proposed FY27 Budget, Housing and Homeownership
Dear Chair Abney and Members of the Committee:

Our testimony today concerns the Governor’s proposed FY27 Budget H7127, Article 6, Question 2, which
seeks to advance stable, affordable, and long-term housing solutions. We thank the Governor for putting in
this bond question, but urge the committee to increase the amount to $150,000,000 to support
affordable housing production and preservation of housing for low- and moderate-income households.

For 50 years, Sojourner House, a hon-profit based in Providence but now providing services across the state,
has served thousands of victims and survivors of domestic abuse, sexual violence, and human

trafficking. We offer wraparound services such as support groups, emergency shelter, transitional and
permanent supportive housing, sexual health advocacy, and emotional support. We believe that everyone
deserves a safe, healthy home, and proudly house all genders.

Due to our work, we are too familiar with the fact that access to safe, secure housing is often a barrier for a
victim to flee from an abusive situation. Knowing this, and recognizing the shortage of affordable housing in
our community, Sojourner House made the decision in 2020 to begin housing development work of our own.
Since then, we’ve made five real estate transactions and currently own or lease over 175 units
statewide. This allows us to provide permanent supportive housing to victims, as we know this is the most
effective way to help victims and their families transition out of very dangerous situations into safety.

The lack of affordable housing has real world impacts on the clients we serve. Unfortunately, last year we
were unable to support almost 90%, or 1500 people who come to us seeking housing to flee abuse.
When people attempt to leave or seek help with abusive relationships, it is typically at times when the
violence has escalated significantly." Research shows that the rates at which people return to their abusive
households increases as the lack of supportive and affordable housing available decreases.” Being brave
enough to attempt to leave or ask for help for the first time without the appropriate resources available in our
communities leaves people at substantial risk of experiencing increased violence and even losing their lives
at the hands of their abusers.™

The more stable, permanent housing options we can provide for families to rebuild their lives, the more
successful we can become in breaking the cycle of abuse that often forces victims to return to an abusive
situation. While we have been able to purchase housing with funding from a combination of state support,
federal grants and individual donations, we often find it difficult to find housing stock to purchase. And we
know that our clients are struggling even more to find permanent affordable housing. There is just not
enough on the market that our clients — most of whom are very low income and working to rebuild their lives —
can afford. Rhode Island must increase the stock of low-income affordable housing - it really is a matter of
life and death for our clients.



Thank you for your time and review of this testimony, and for your continued efforts to support access to
affordable housing in Rhode Island. Please pass a $150,000,000 housing bond to increase affordable and
safe housing for the most vulnerable Rhode Islanders.
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