Providence College
Department of Athletics

May 16, 2025

The Honorable Marvin L. Abney
Chair. House Committes on Frnance
State of Rhode Istand

82 Smith Strect

Providence, Rl 02903

Dear Chairmman Abney:

As Viee President and Divector of Athietics at Pravidence College, 1am writing 10 cxpress my and the
College’s deep concemn and strong opposition to H6334, legislation requesied by the Providence City Council that
would allow municipalities to imposc a tax of up to two dollats (82 00) per ticket on admisstons to large venucs,
This legislation, it cnacted, would have unintended but profoundly negative COnsuguences for Providence College.
creating a disincentive for attendance, especially among famyilics and fans with limited means. Hcould ead 10
reduced visitation and spending downtown, fewer jobs supported by event-driven commerce, and diminished
rewarns for the city.

As you inay know, in 2024, Providence College commissioned EConsult Solutions Inc. (ES]) to conduct an
in-depth study asscssing the ceonomic and social impacts that the Calicge’s Division | Athlctics program has on the
city of Providence and the state of Rhade Island The report focused on key arcas ncluding ceunanic output, jobs
supported, and tax revenucs supported from Providence College Athletivs, as well as fram the thousands ol visitors
that travel to Providence and the state as a whale to enjoy Friars games and/or other affiliated events,

ES] concluded that Providence College Athletics is an cconomic engine for the staic of Rhodc Island with a
wotal annual economic impact on the State of $100.3 million. The study also concluded that the program creatcs
amd oF supports some 630 jobs. In addition. the repon concluded that the program’s annual cconomic npact on the
city of Providence 15 $65.9 million and the ereation and or support of 450 jobs. One sport 1 particular, PC’s Men's
Basketball, draws nearly 300,000 visitors annually and is responsible for $24 nmilion dotlars annually 1n local
cconomic impact supported by visitoer spending. These are real dodlars that help w bring direct and indirect revenue
10 local businesses, including restaurants, hotels. retail shops, and parking faciitlies. A tax on licket admissions
would raisc the cost for atiendecs, potentiaily reducing attendance and dampening the pasifive cconomic ripple
effeet these events currently generate throughout our city and state. Importantly, our student-athletes and staff are
deeply engaged in the community. In 2024, they collectively contributed rearly 4,000 hours af community serviee
in Pravidence's neighborhonds and schools, They tetor children. volunteer tor the Special Olympics, participate in
food and clothing drives. and serve as role modals throughout our eny.

As we compeic in a new college landscape, our parinerships with the ¢ity, state and local businesses arc
critical as we look 1o continue to make the Amica Muta! Pavilion and ail of our athlehc facilities the best in the
country. J urge you to consider the broader ceonomic conscquences of a tax on tickets, and werk with fellow
legislators to find alternative sotutions 1o sustain long-term sueeess and excellence in the sporting, arts, and
enteriainment industrics. | welcome the opportumity 10 discuss this further and provide a copy ol the ESI report for
the Cormnittee’s review

Sincerely, : Z

Steven R, Napolilto
Vice President and Director of Athletics
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