
Testimony Re: House Bill 5077, An Act Relating to State Affairs and 

Government -- Department Of Children, Youth And Families 

House Finance Committee 

May 20, 2025 

Kelsey Bala, Senior Policy Associate 

 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, thank you for the 

opportunity to provide testimony. We would like to thank Representative 

Casimiro for sponsoring this important bill and Representatives Noret, 

Chippendale, Roberts, Serpa, Tanzi, Cruz, Morales, Place, and Read for 

co-sponsoring. Rhode Island KIDS COUNT would like to voice its support 

for House Bill 5077, which requires the Department of Children, Youth and 

Families (DCYF) to establish segregated savings accounts for children in 

foster care who are eligible for social security benefits, supplemental 

security income, veterans benefits, or railroad retirement benefits. 

 

Foster youth have no obligation to pay for their own care and should benefit 

directly from federal benefits for which they are eligible. However, 

nationally, most foster youth eligible for federal benefits, such as social 

security benefits or supplemental security income, will never see that 

money or even know that someone has applied for and received benefits 

on their behalf.  

 

When older youth age out of foster care without permanency they are at 

risk for low educational attainment, homelessness, and unemployment. 

These challenges are compounded when youth in care have a deceased 

parent or live with a disability. Requiring that a percentage of the benefits 

they are eligible for are set aside for them when they exit care can provide 

necessary funding for basic needs and planning for self-sufficiency. 

 

The Children’s Advocacy Institute of the University of San Diego School of 

Law released a report that evaluated the policies of all 50 states and D.C. 

regarding federal benefits of children in foster care. Rhode Island did not 

fare well in comparison to other states’ policies. Rhode Island currently 

does not prohibit our child welfare agency from using a child’s benefits to 

offset cost for the child’s foster care, nor do we require the Department to 

notify the child, child’s parents/legal guardian, and/or child’s guardian ad 

litem (GAL)/attorney when the Department applies to become the child’s 

federal benefits representative payee.  

 

Six states and jurisdictions including Arizona, Kansas,  

Massachusetts, New Mexico, Oregon, and Washington D.C. have enacted 

reforms conserving all social security benefits of their foster youth,  In fact, 

in 2024, the Massachusetts Department of Children and Families 

procedurally stopped taking all benefits from their foster youth and is now 

working on enacting legislation to codify prohibiting the collection.  

 

https://catcher.sandiego.edu/items/usdlaw/Foster_Care_or_Foster_Con_Report_FINAL.pdf
https://catcher.sandiego.edu/items/usdlaw/Foster_Care_or_Foster_Con_Report_FINAL.pdf
https://catcher.sandiego.edu/items/usdlaw/Foster_Care_or_Foster_Con_Report_FINAL.pdf
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.azleg.gov%2FBillStatus%2FBillOverview%2F79138&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cca0de4a979844946873d08dc2cc82c96%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638434485462444978%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7zk8ZxMmOUuVL0AePNLrY2fBdTZNn6bX6fZq893Icok%3D&reserved=0
https://www.governor.ks.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/403/638721048116830000
https://whdh.com/news/mass-ends-controversial-policy-that-took-federal-social-security-benefits-from-foster-children/
https://legiscan.com/NM/bill/SB283/2025
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Folis.oregonlegislature.gov%2Fliz%2F2023R1%2FMeasures%2FOverview%2FSB556&data=05%7C02%7C%7C214cb31843614cb909bc08dc5affe333%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638485302283228733%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zUhOYDw8wxokNicEvw4ZMUVhwLA1ayF%2BcEb0uOIT3E8%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftrackbill.com%2Fbill%2Fdistrict-of-columbia-bill-857-preserving-our-kids-equity-through-trusts-pokett-amendment-act-of-2022%2F2264800%2F%23%2Fdetails%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cca0de4a979844946873d08dc2cc82c96%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638434485462455357%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ajfzRfcZmIIcvECXlmpJstFnQwLU7qCCvNKP3279Rfk%3D&reserved=0


This bill would help conserve benefits of eligible youth in a savings account 

with a percentage of their benefit being put away for them for their future. 

This bill also provides much needed transparency to the youth about the 

amount of their benefit that the Department has received on the youth’s 

behalf and requires financial literacy training for the youth. 

 

This bill has strong bipartisan support, national support, and is the right 

thing to do. We urge passage. Thank you for the opportunity to provide 

testimony. 

 

 

 

 


