Dear Chairman Abney and Finance Committee Members,

My name is Charlie Best, and I'm writing in strong support of House Bills No. 5744 and
5982. | am a community member and former subsitute teacher from Providence, RI, and
| care deeply about these bills.

| support this legislation because I've worked with several multilingual students and
coworkers. These students are bright and deserving of an equal quality of education to
their monolingual peers. As a former substitute teacher, | have seen firsthand how
barriers to accessing a strong multilingual education have hurt both multilingual
students, students whose first language is not English, and myself as an educator. |
have seen how these barriers make it more difficult for effective learning and
communicating. Furthermore, | believe the benefits of strong bilingual programs with
only strengthen our education systems, and could put Rl schools on the map.

These bills matter because:

| respectfully urge you to support these bills and invest in Rhode Island’s multilingual
future.

Thank you,
Charlie Best



