Rhode Island Department of Human Services
25 Howard Avenue, Louis Pasteur Building 57 Cranston, Rl 02920
(401) 462-2121

Office of the Director
Kimberly Meroila-Brito

May 7, 2025

The Honorable Marvin L. Abney
Chair, House Committee on Finance
State House

82 Smith St.

Providence, 02903

RE: Governor’s Budget Amendment #13 to the FY26 Appropriations Act (25-H-5076)

Dear Chairman Abney,

I am writing in support of the Governor’s Budget Amendment #13 to Article 10 of the FY 2026
Appropriations Act, relating to Health and Human Services. This proposal aims to increase
financial transparency of cntities recciving Medicaid funds who collectively serve the same
customers as the RI Department of Human Services.

Through this budget amendment, the Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS)
seeks to support entities facing imminent financial jeopardy. Due to the State’s size, changes to the
healthcare landscape here are usually magnified, creating greater inequities for the state’s most

vulnerable communities. Disruptions to the operations of these entities harm the customers served
by DHS.

As proposed, the amendment would allow EOHHS to work closely with hospitals, nursing
facilities, large physician groups, Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHC’s) and
Federally Qualified Community Health Centers (FQHC’s) to propose and identify solutions where
there is a risk to financial insolvency. In these instances, entities could potentially engage with the
State to maximize future operational viability of their organization. This would benefit the
organizations and its staff, the customers it serves, and the broader local economy.

The Governor’s budget amendment presents an opportunity for the State to provide Rhode
Islanders with an assurance that we stand together in supporting local organizations and health
care entities in our collective effort to improve the physical, mental, and socioeconomic wellbeing
of all Rhode Islanders.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,



Wi\% Mertha_&nby

Kimberly Merolla-Brito
Director
RI Department of Human Services

CC:  The Honorable Members of the House Committee on Finance
Christopher O’Brien, Committee Clerk
Sharon Reynolds Ferland, House Fiscal Advisor
Joseph Codega, State Budget Officer



