ReclaimX,RI

May 7, 2025

The Honorable Marvin L. Abney

Chair, Finance Committee, Rhode Island House
82 Smith Street

Providence, RI 02903

RE: SUPPORT for Governor’s Budget Amendments #7, #12, #18 — Department Of Housing
Dear Chair Abney and Members of the House Finance Commiittee,

Reclaim RI supports the plan to reorganize the Department of Housing into the Executive Office
of Housing, as proposed in the budget amendments being heard by your committee today. We
believe that the scale and severity of the housing crisis in Rhode Island can only be addressed
with an Office of Housing that is streamlined, efficient, and powerful.

The Department Of Housing, established in 2021, currently has overlapping duties with
RIHousing and thc Housing Resources Commission and has lacked the nccessary authority to
decide how dollars allocated for housing are spent. This approach has led to a lack of clarity in
how housing funding and programs are implemented and has slowed or stalled the development
of urgently needed housing. Rhode Island is not producing nearly enough housing, and the
current organizational structure of these various overlapping housing agencies is holding us back.
Consolidating these responsibilities and authority under the Executive Office of Housing and
clarifying the relationships between agencies will present a unified front against the housing and
homelessness crisis in Rhode Island.

What’s more, we believe that the mixed-income public housing developer currently under
discussion is necessary to solve this crisis. The public developer will require the Executive
Office under the leadership of Secretary Goddard to coordinate the activities of RIHousing and
public housing authorities across the state, alongside other agencies and bodies. Streamlined
authority in the department and under the direction of Secretary Goddard must be in place for
that to happen.

Sincerely,
Reclaim RI



