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RHODE ISLAND

Breaking homelessness. Repairing lives.

The Honorable Marvin L. Abney
Chairman

Housing Finance Committee
One Capitol Hill

Providence, Rl 02908-5890

Re: In support of H5076 New Article 6 Governor’s Budget Amendment# 12
Dear Chairman, Abney and Members of the Committee,

On behalf of Crossroads Rhode Island, | am writing in support of H5076 New Article 6 Governor’s
Budget Amendment# 12.

We face a significant challenge ahead - addressing a housing shortage that has been decades in the
making, one that continues to drive both the housing affordability crisis and the rise in homelessness,
To rise to the occasion, our state must function effectively. Extensive stakeholder engagement, system
analysis, and research into best practices over several months have revealed critical gaps within the
system, along with actionable strategies to address them.

The recommended structure centralizes policy and strategic planning within the Department of
Housing, streamlines funding, and creates direct leadership connections with RIHousing and two
interagency councils. In this way, the Department of Housing would be the clear policy lead for the
state, with the ability to drive coordinated policy across state government and ensure that policy is
reflected in financing decisions.

It is for these reasons that | support H5076 and ask for your approval.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
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;Mlchelre M. Wilcox
President & CEO
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