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Testimony in support of House Bill 7225
House Finance

March §, 2024
Dear Chairperson Abney and Members of the Committee,

The Rhode Island Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics strongly
supports H7225, Article 6 regarding Tobacco and Electronic Nicotine
Delivery System (ENDS) products.

Tobacco use continues to be an enormous problem, with over 46 million
adults currently using a tobacco product in the US.! In Rhode Island, about
1,800 deaths each year are attributed to smoking and other tobacco use.? This
burden also weighs heavily on youth, as 17.8% of Rhode Island high school
students and 5.6% of middle school students reported e-cigarette use in 2021.3

In our practices, we hear from our patients every day about their struggles
with e-cigarettes and other tobacco products. An 11-year-old who was vaping
with friends, said it was because he “had a sweet tooth”. One 16-year-old
explained that he felt like his vaping had “gotten out of control”, he was
hooked and was pleading for help to quit. A 23-year-old who had started
using e-cigarettes as a teen was now struggling to cut back on his pack-a-day
use of regular cigarettes.

The RIAAP supports Anti-Smoking and Vaping Iniatives for Youth,
including the implementation of school-based vaping intervention programs
to encourage students to quit using tobacco products, support for programs to
reduce teenage vaping in Rhode Island, as well as codifying ENDS flavor
restrictions, including menthol. Most youth who use tobacco products,
including ENDS say they use “because they come in flavors I like”.*
Flavored tobacco products are designed to appeal to kids. Kid-friendly
flavors like cotton candy, strawberry, mint and menthol mask the taste of
tobacco, making it easier for young people to start use. In fact, most youth
initiate tobacco use with a flavored product.®

The RIAAP supports Enhancing the Regulation and Taxation of Tobacco
by increasing the state’s cigarette tax from $4.25 to $4.50 a pack, taxing
ENDS products at 80% of their wholesale value, and moving the regulatory
and licensing authority over ENDS products from the Department of Health
to the Division of Taxation, as is currently the case for all tobacco products



other than e-cigarettes. Increasing the state’s cigarette tax may result in more
adults quitting, fewer teens starting to smoke, and more substantial revenue to
fund tobacco prevention programs. In fact, every 10% increase in the price of
cigarettes can reduce use by 4% for adults and 7% for youth.® Additionally,
the taxing of ENDS products would align Rhode Island with 32 other states
nationwide, including other New England states.’

Preventing and treating tobacco and e-cigarette use in youth and adults in
Rhode Island is critical to ending the tobacco epidemic and the downstream
impacts on our state’s health. We urge you to pass H7225.

Sincerely,

e

Allison Heinly, MD, FAAP
Board of Directors
Rhode Island Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics
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