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Lou Mansolillo

From: Tim Faulkner <tcfaulkner5@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 30, 2026 3:41 PM
To: House Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Subject: Support for the Natural Forest Protection Act (H 7914)

Dear House Environment and Natural Resources Committee Members  
 
As a resident of Barrington, I urge you to support the Natural Forest Protection Act H 7914. This bill is a 
smart step toward making native biodiversity a priority for our state. 
 
It's concerning that Rhode Island is the only state in our region that does not protect its state-owned 
forests as wildlands. Currently, our rarest habitats—including old-growth forests that are over a century 
old—are vulnerable to destructive logging. H 7914 would change this by requiring environmental reviews 
and prohibiting clearcutting on state-owned land. 
 
By reviving the Natural Heritage Program, Rhode Island can resume the critical work of tracking and 
protecting our rare and endangered wildlife and their dwindling habitat. 
 
Please act now to ensure our public lands remain healthy, diverse, and accessible in their natural state. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tim Faulkner  
Barrington, RI 

 You don't often get email from tcfaulkner5@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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