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From: Katie Hyams <kdwhyams79@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 30, 2026 4:27 PM
To: House Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Subject: Rhode Island Natural Forest Protection Act H 7914

[You don't oŌen get email from kdwhyams79@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
Dear CommiƩee members, 
 
I write in support of the Natural Forest ProtecƟon Act H 7914, which would create the first state law to protect public 
forests and biodiversity in Rhode Island. 
 
Rhode Island is currently the only state in New England with no protected Wildlands on public land which are forests 
protected in their natural state from logging. 
 
H 7914 would protect Old Growth Forests and rare habitats on public state land through the creaƟon of the Natural Area 
Preserves listed in the bill. 
 
Old Growth Forests and old mature forests are excepƟonally rare in Rhode Island with only 1% of the state's forests being 
over 100 years old. Yet, these Old Growth Forests have a higher degree of naƟve biodiversity, very liƩle to any invasives, 
are more resistant to wildfires, improve water and soil quality, have less Ɵcks, and store more carbon than any other 
forest. 
 
This bill would also protect our public state forests from deforestaƟon and natural habitat destrucƟon through the 
provisions prohibiƟng clearcuƫng and other destrucƟve logging pracƟces on state-owned land, as well as requiring 
environmental review before public state logging operaƟons. 
 
Lastly, the bill would bring back the Rhode Island Natural Heritage Program aŌer 19 years to idenƟfy, monitor, and 
protect naƟve biodiversity including rare and endangered species in Rhode Island. 
 
This would allow for naƟve biodiversity to become a priority for the state. 
 
Please pass the Natural Forest ProtecƟon Act H 7914, so Rhode Islanders can always be able to enjoy nature in an old 
undisturbed naƟve forest. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kathryn Hyams 
Barrington, RI 


