
FROM: Nika Ficano, Providence, RI                       1/21/2026 

RE: Support for H7071 

 

Chair Bennett and honorable members of the House Environment and Natural Resources Committee: 

 

My name is Nika Ficano and I live in Providence, RI and work in conservation and garden care throughout the state. I am 
writing to urge you to support H7071 (Boylan), which would prohibit the import, transportation, distribution, sale, or 
purchase of select plants that have been identified as invasive and harmful to the ecosystem by the RI Department of 
Environmental Management. A similar policy already exists in RI for invasive aquatic plants, and there is legislation that 
prohibits the sale of terrestrial invasive plants in every other New England state, so it should not be controversial for RI to 
pass H7071. Failing to pass this legislation will allow invasive plants to continue to spread and monopolize tracts of RI 
and the broader region, weakening conservation efforts throughout New England.1 

 

As someone who works in conservation and gardening in RI, large portions of my time and resources go towards 
controlling invasive plants. I have become accustomed to seeing invasive plants everywhere throughout the state and I 
am frequently overwhelmed by dense stands of Privet, Invasive Honeysuckle, Burning Bush, Multiflora Rose, and 
Mugwort, to name just a few, on individuals’ properties and in our protected natural spaces alike. Before I can begin to 
establish a diverse mix of plants that support our pollinators, wildlife, soil, and air and water quality, I have to spend 
significant time removing these species, which is economically expensive and environmentally disruptive but important. 
When left unmanaged, invasive plants often become large monocultures that decrease the biodiversity and overall 
health of our natural spaces by outcompeting ecotypic plants that have coevolved with each other and our wildlife.2 As 
horticulture is the primary avenue by which non-native ornamental plants are introduced to the US3,4 and given the 
conditions to become invasive,5 cutting off this supply through the prohibited sale of certain problematic species is a 
crucial part of the multifaceted management of these populations. 

 

As a final thought, though purely anecdotal, I have noticed greater invasive plant pressure working in RI than in MA and 
NY, both of which already have prohibited plant lists. As plants do not acknowledge state boundaries when they spread, 
consistency across state lines is important in invasive plant management specifically and in conservation more 
generally.1 While many factors contribute to the variable density of invasive plant populations across a region, the 
ongoing introduction of problematic species to gardens and landscaping across RI is one crucial factor that we have the 
opportunity to confront now3,4. Eliminating the input of new invasive plant material into our state will decrease the 
resources needed to maintain properties and natural spaces across the state,6 will encourage nurseries, garden centers, 
and landscapers to invest in native plant stock, will contribute to the health and biodiversity of our ecosystems2, and will 
help RI join the rest of New England when it comes to conservation. For these reasons, please pass H7071 out of 
committee and to the House floor with a recommendation for passage. Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nika Ficano, Providence, RI 
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