
 
 
 
Statement of Support for Rhode Island H. 7895  
April 1, 2026 
 
Dear Members of the Rhode Island House Education Committee, 

My name is Brendan Bouffard, and I’m Staff Attorney at Fairplay. I write to offer strong support 
for the goals of H. 7895. Fairplay is the leading national nonprofit fighting to protect kids from 
Big Tech. For the past quarter-century, we have helped countless children by pressuring tech 
companies into changing their deadly business model and design practices. Our achievements 
include stopping Meta from releasing a version of Instagram for little kids; holding Meta, 
Google, and Amazon accountable for violating children’s privacy law; and helping pass 
phone-free schools legislation in 20 states. 

Parents and educators across the country are growing frustrated by the drastic increase  in screen 
time at schools over the last decade. The proliferation of one-to-one devices and screen-based 
learning through gamified educational technology has coincided with poor educational outcomes 
and is linked to shallow engagement, fragmented attention, and worsened cognitive 
development. These challenges are reflected in a 2022 survey by EdWeek Research Center in 
which 88 percent of teachers, principals, and district leaders said that as screen time increased, so 
did learning challenges and problems with student behavior. Despite lofty promises from 
educational technology companies, and billions spent by school districts, our student 
performance is worse now than it was a decade ago - when the majority of classrooms were 
relatively screen free.  

In addition, the proliferation of educational technology in schools jeopardizes student safety and 
privacy. School devices have been used by students to access pornography, participate in 
cyberbullying, and witness content realted to suicide and violence. They are can also serve as the 
initial point of contact in cases of online sexual abuse. Recent data breaches on educational 
technology platforms have also improperly disclosed students’ sensitive personal information, 
including dates of birth, addresses, social security numbers, and medical and disciplinary 
records. What’s more, parents are helpless to protect their children from these risks, as it is often 
difficult or impossible to ascertain which educational technologies are being deployed in their 
districts.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/29/technology/chromebook-remorse-kansas-school-laptops.html
https://www.wsj.com/us-news/education/schools-phone-screens-technology-research-c268bda5?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqcDKoLguq4kQy3AIWefKl34Qq356hhEwyvs2laxpqKKg2QkQOJdod058dj9tW8%3D&gaa_ts=69cd72dc&gaa_sig=lMbOr_cqfFBNfk4QsSjxGZRRI8e0UywUJOlD7r8M5yO6lQzRAt1C8SS4wIKHgQNz-Fsvgt2fr-RusA8vJH5v_A%3D%3D
https://fairplayforkids.org/how-one-parent-got-manipulative-edtech-out-of-her-childs-classroom/
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/highlights/ltt/2023/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0956797614524581
https://digitalcommons.kean.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1002&context=the-kean-review
https://screenstrong.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Personal-Devices-Laptop-Use-In-the-Classroom.pdf
https://screenstrong.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Personal-Devices-Laptop-Use-In-the-Classroom.pdf
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/kids-screen-time-rose-during-the-pandemic-and-stayed-high-thats-a-problem/2023/02
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/services/files/A19DF2E8-3C69-4193-A676-430CF0C83DC2
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/services/files/A19DF2E8-3C69-4193-A676-430CF0C83DC2
https://edtech.law/school-devices/
https://www.wsmv.com/2025/11/21/midstate-girl-was-targeted-sexually-groomed-her-school-issued-tablet-heres-look-school-device-safety/
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/security/powerschool-hack-data-breach-protect-student-school-teacher-safe-rcna189029
https://www.bendsource.com/news/localnews/ai-and-ipads-ed-tech-draws-skepticism-from-bend-lapine-parents/
https://www.bendsource.com/news/localnews/ai-and-ipads-ed-tech-draws-skepticism-from-bend-lapine-parents/


 H. 7895 seeks to reign in the excess of educational technology in Rhode Island. It gives parents 
more insight into the apps being used in their children’s classrooms, and more control over their 
children’s total screen time. It also gives parents the choice to opt their children out of 
educational technology use, by requiring schools to provide pen and paper alternatives for 
classroom work. H. 7895 also seeks to ensure that educational technology used in the state is 
both safe and effective - a common sense minimum standard that should be in place for the 
education of Rhode Island’s children and teens.  

We support the goals of H. 7895 and urge members of the House Education Committee to work 
with Representative Caldwell and her co-sponsors to advance this legislation.   

Sincerely,  

Brendan Bouffard  
Staff Attorney for Fairplay 
 


