
Dear Members of the House Education Committee, 
 
I am a resident of  Westerly RI and an educator in Pawtucket RI Public Schools. I am writing to 
you today to express my support for H5836. I support this bill because our diverse RI student 
body deserves to see their histories represented in the curriculum of our schools.  Multicultural 
history and studies should be part of the curriculum not just when it comes to heritage months 
or learning about struggles.  An ethnic studies course would allow students to celebrate their 
cultures, learn about their neighbors culture, and engage in a meaningful way with this 
information in order to build a better world where all feel welcome. Please consider supporting 
this bill for the sake our our students. 
 
Sincerely, 
Melanie DeSantis 
Westerly, RI 
 
 
Melanie DeSantis 
pronouns (what's this?): she/her/hers 
Librarian, Fallon Memorial Elementary School 
Pawtucket, RI (historic Wampanoag/Narragansett lands) 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuwm.edu%2Flgbtrc%2Fsupport%2Fgender-pronouns%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHouseEducation%40rilegislature.onmicrosoft.com%7C21cfea7c90764dc3b20d08dd828a39c4%7C9fe6112ca456463789dc0f284ceffc66%7C0%7C0%7C638810252415452799%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2vErwBsA99Iw%2Bcxq2DrrP%2FJCln5WEg9VFzkLD9Kh9ho%3D&reserved=0

