
To Whom it May Concern; 
Hello, my name is Tasha White and I am the full time Library Media Specialist at Alfred Lima 

Elementary School in Providence, RI. Our school serves just under 700 K-5, multilingual learners. 

We have inclusion classrooms where students with special needs are serviced as well as dual 

language classrooms throughout every grade level. Before becoming a LMS for the past 9 years, I 

was an elementary classroom teacher in Providence for 13. For my first 5 years as a LMS in 

Providence, I was split between two schools (2 ½ days each), saw over 800 students and held 36 

classes a week. As a full time LMS, I am now able to service the needs of all of our students, support 

our teachers and their curriculum and support our families.  
A trained LMS is able to take on 5 roles in their job as a teacher, a leader, a program 

administrator, an information specialist and an instructional partner. Here is a link to a slide deck 

about the 5 roles of the Library Media Specialist. 
We are able to know the students and their needs as individuals as well as their educational 

needs. We are able to support the teachers who are already juggling so many different pressures by 

collaborating, and offering resources to support their work. One specific example of this is through 

curating and sharing LLARC (Lima Library American Reading Company) Book Bags that enrich the 

core ELA curriculum they are focused on in the classroom. We are able to order books and resources 

to support the needs and interests of our school community including bilingual books, as well as 

books that allow students to see themselves and others creating and nurturing empathy and 

compassion in these growing young minds.  
A trained full time LMS has time and the opportunity to not only secure and share Social 

Emotional resources for learning with teachers, students, families and our mental health workers, but 

also has time to run SEL book clubs with the students who need this extra support the most. Libraries 

are a safe place to come to and be yourself, especially when you are still figuring out who that person 

is and what interests you have.  
Library Media Specialists offer digital media lessons and resources to help students, teachers 

and families navigate the ever changing 21st century of technology. We teach students (as early as 

Pre-K) how to find safe websites, talk to an adult, and that NOT everything on the internet is made 

for kids so they need to know how to make critical decisions for themselves at an early age. We teach 

students how to evaluate their sources, cite their evidence, and evaluate who, what, why, and when 

the websites they are using were created.  
We encourage independence and out of the box thinking through coding and creating so that 

students understand how things work. This supports all areas of their academic learning as well. In 

fact, here is a link to Media Literacy Now which includes an overview of what it is about, it also 

includes recommendations that have been made to RIDE as well as a statewide survey that was taken 

Media Literacy RI survey. 
This is a link to a 14 min documentary with RI School Library Media Specialists that aired 

on PBS several times called Overdue: The Value of School Libraries that focuses on the need and 

importance of having full time, certified Librarians in every school entitled 
This is a link to a video of the Alfred Lima E.S. Library with students explaining what and 

why they love the library. I had the privilege of being on a committee with RIDE last year to help 

design libraries in all of the Providence elementary schools. Unfortunately, most of these libraries are 

understaffed and the work has not been completed.  
Last year in our Alfred Lima E.S. library, we circulated over 16,000 books between the 

students and the teachers' requests. Being a full time LMS, I am able to support the needs of my 

community. I have also included some bullet points about the Roles and Responsibilities of the 

Library Media Specialist, an excerpt from AASL (American Association of School Librarians) and a 

written request by my partner and I (there is a .5 LMS who works at our school as well) and I about 
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why with such a large school population we need 2 full time librarians (we are also utilized for lunch 

duties and other non-library related duties that cut into our library time). 
I am planning on coming and speaking on Thursday. I wanted to share all of this beforehand 

to give some context of some of the roles and responsibilities of the Library Media Specialist. Thank 

you for taking this imperative bill into account and consideration. In this day and age, I do not know 

how schools and society in general can move forward without certified, full time Library Media 

Specialists at every school in the state!  
With much respect, 
Tasha White:) 
Library Media Specialist 
Alfred Lima E.S. 
Providence, R.I. 

 
 

*According to the LETRS training and the Right to Read Act, in 
order to succeed, a school must invest in its Library and Librarian(S) who 
act as the heart of the school and its community. 
 

Roles & Responsibilities of the 

Library Media Specialist 

• Foster a lifelong love of reading  

• Encourage independence about digging deeper into personal interests 

• Model how to explore a variety of topics for varied purposes  

• Share mirror and window opportunities for students to see themselves as well as see others 

developing empathy for others and a deeper understanding of themselves. 

• Deliver book-based instruction and activities that encourage students to practice higher-

level thinking skills, S.E.L. strategies, and making connections between classroom learning 

and the world around them 

• Curate Social Emotional Resources to support students, mental health workers, teachers 

and families that surround the CASEL standards. 

• Conduct SEL book clubs so students have a safe space to share & learn from each other. 

• Teach about digital citizenship and online safety 

• Digital Citizenship includes learning how to respond to others online, what information is 

safe to share, how to be a productive member of the online world creating vs. consuming  

• Media Literacy which includes exploring safe versus dangerous websites & what we can 

trust on the web. When asked how to find an answer to something the number one 

response is “check Google!” Students, their parents and even educators, need to 

understand that Google is a search engine & an algorithm. Over 80% of the Web is NOT 

safe for children yet every day children are accessing the Web. The need for critically 

thinking about WHO created the content, WHY did they share this content, WHAT is 

the purpose (are they trying to sell something, take something, influence an opinion, etc.), 

WHEN was the content created (has it been updated, is it still relevant?)  



• Explore coding and allow time for productive struggle. 

• Conduct research utilizing books, databases and other online resources that are 

trustworthy. 

• Curate resources (books and online) to enrich classroom curriculum.  

• Run & develop the Lima News Broadcast which shares what’s going on in our Lima 

Community with our Students, their families and our entire staff keeping us all connected. 

• Collaborate with the neighborhood Library to encourage & organize classroom visits & to 

utilize resources to support our community that our school does not have access to. 

• To maintain our collection to represent a diverse and relevant selection of materials.  

 

The Roles of the Library Media Specialist 

~Teacher   ~Leader   ~Program Administrator   ~Information Specialist   ~Instructional Partner 

 

According to the AASL (American Association of School 

Librarians):                   Information Power: Building Partnerships for 

Learning                                        Roles and Responsibilities of the School Library 

Media Specialist 

• As teacher, the library media specialist collaborates with students and other members of 
the learning community to analyze learning and information needs, to locate and use 
resources that will meet those needs, and to understand and communicate the information 
the resources provide. An effective instructor of students, the library media specialist is 
knowledgeable about current research on teaching and learning and skilled in applying its 

findings to a variety of situation--particularly those that call upon students to access, 
evaluate, and use information from multiple sources in order to learn, to think, and to 
create and apply new knowledge. A curricular leader and a full participant on the 

instructional team, the library media specialist constantly updates personal skills and 
knowledge in order to work effectively with teachers, administrators, and other staff--both 
to expand their general understanding of information issues and to provide them with 

specific opportunities to develop sophisticated skills in information literacy, including the 
uses of information technology. 

• As instructional partner, the library media specialist joins with teachers and others to 
identify links across student information needs, curricular content, learning outcomes, and 

a wide variety of print, nonprint, and electronic information resources. Working with the 
entire school community, the library media specialist takes a leading role in developing 
policies, practices, and curricula that guide students to develop the full range of 
information and communication abilities. Committed to the process of collaboration, the 
library media specialist works closely with individual teachers in the critical areas of 
designing authentic learning tasks and assessments and integrating the information and 
communication abilities required to meet subject matter standards. 

• As information specialist, the library media specialist provides leadership and expertise 

in acquiring and evaluating information resources in all formats; in bringing an awareness 
of information issues into collaborative relationships with teachers, administrators, 
students, and others; and in modeling for students and others strategies for locating, 

accessing, and evaluating information within and beyond the library media center. 
Working in an environment that has been profoundly affected by technology, the library 
media specialist both masters sophisticated electronic resources and maintains a constant 
focus on the nature, quality, and ethical use of information available in these and in more 
traditional tools. 

• As program administrator, the library media specialist works collaboratively with 
members of the learning community to define the policies of the library media program 
and to guide and direct all activities related to it. Confident of the importance of the 



effective use of information and information technology to students' personal and 

economic success in their future lives, the library media specialist is an advocate for the 
library media program and provides the knowledge, vision, and leadership to steer it 
creatively and energetically in the twenty-first century. Proficient in the management of 

staff, budgets, equipment, and facilities, the library media specialist plans, executes, and 
evaluates the program to ensure its quality both at a general level and on a day-to-day 
basis. 

 


