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Lou Mansolillo

From: Kathryn Zimmerman <kathryn.zim@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2026 1:44 PM
To: Rep. Solomon, Joseph J. Jr.; Rep. O'Brien, William W.; Rep. Caldwell, Justine A.; Rep. 

Casey, Stephen M.; Rep. DeSimone, Anthony J.; Rep. Finkelman, Alex S.; Rep. Kennedy, 
Brian Patrick; Rep. Newberry, Brian C.; Rep. Paplauskas, Christopher G.; Rep. Phillips, 
Robert D.; Rep. Potter, Brandon C.; Rep. Sanchez, Enrique George; Rep. Serpa, Patricia A.; 
Rep. Spears, Tina L.; Rep. Voas, Brandon T.; House Corporations Committee; Rep. 
Shekarchi, K Joseph; Rep. Blazejewski, Christopher R.; Rep. Chippendale, Michael W.

Cc: Rep. Casimiro, Julie A.; Rep. Craven, Robert E.; Sen. Valverde, Bridget G.; Sen. DiMario, 
Alana

Subject: Support for Amended H8400

Dear Committee Members and House Leadership, 

I strongly support the proposed version of H8400 that has had the expiration date removed. I respectfully ask 
that you vote this bill out of committee, recommending passage by the full chamber during this legislative 
session. 

The citizens of North Kingstown do not want a sewage sludge pyrolysis plant in their community. Recent 
public comments have highlighted grave concerns regarding the accumulation of mercury—a known 
neurotoxin with long-lasting generational impacts—and benzene, an established class 1 carcinogen for which 
no safe exposure limit is known. With over 20 other hazardous particles and emissions documented in the 
pyrolysis plant’s minor source air permit application, it is clear that these facilities do not belong in the middle 
of our homes, schools, and sole water sources. We do not need to wait on commission results to tell us this is 
the wrong place for this type of technology. 

Beyond the immediate need to protect community health, the expedited timeline and negligible public 
comment opportunities early in this facility's process have severely damaged the community relationship 
with the Quonset Development Corporation (QDC), an entity critical to both the town and state economy. 
Passing this bill without an expiration date will give the community the confidence that a new pyrolysis plant 
under a different LLC is not waiting right around the corner. This foundational safety is a critical precursor to 
bolstering and repairing the QDC-North Kingstown relationship that has served the state so well over the last 
several decades. 

Thank you for your time and service. 

Sincerely, 

Kathryn Zimmerman 

50 Bea Drive, North Kingstown, RI 02852 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Kathryn Zimmerman, B.S.Ed., M.Ed., Ed.D Candidate 
Northeastern University 
e: kathryn.zim@gmail.com  
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
This e-mail message from the sender is intended only for the individual(s) to which it is addressed. This e-mail 
may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If 
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you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of 
this communication is strictly prohibited. If you received this e-mail by accident, please notify the sender 
immediately and destroy this e-mail and all copies of it. 


