Chair Joseph J. Solomon A April 7, 2026
House Corporations l\\\ l //

Rhode Island State House .
Sojourner House

Committed to Ending:
Domestic Violence « Sexual Assault « Human Trafficking

RE: Testimony in support of BILL H7612 - Termination of service to persons who are disabled,
seriously ill, or in arrears of payment

Dear Chair Solomon and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of House bill 7612 with suggested revisions. By
strengthening protections that delay or prevent termination of service for people facing hardship or health risks,
this bill helps ensure survivors are not forced into dangerous choices, like returning to an abusive partner or living
without essential utilities while trying to rebuild their lives.

For 50 years, Sojourner House, a non-profit based in Providence but now providing services across the state, has
served thousands of victims and survivors of domestic abuse, sexual violence, and human trafficking. We offer
wraparound services such as support groups, emergency shelter, transitional and permanent supportive housing,
sexual health advocacy, and emotional support. We believe that everyone deserves a safe, healthy home, and
proudly house all genders.

House bill 7612 expands protection for Rhode Island residents from the termination of public utilities from 3
weeks to 3 months when an illness duration is not specified by a physician. We support H7612 with the following
recommendations with domestic violence survivors in mind. First, we recommend explicitly including in the
definition of “seriously ill,” “significant mental health disorders, challenges, and disruptions.” Second, we
recommend explicitly including other health professionals to those that can certify conditions that qualify
for these protections other than just physicians which can severely limit the impact of this bill. Specifically,
the lowest income Rhode Islanders may have difficulty accessing physicians to certify an illness. We suggest
including mental health professionals, licensed clinical social workers, and more to the list of people qualified to
certify illness for these protections.

People who have experienced domestic violence are disproportionately women from lower-income
backgrounds and have also been economically victimized at a rate of nearly 100%.litiiiivvyviviivii Economic
victimization can include things like purposefully damaging a person’s credit, failing to make payments on bills
that person’s name is on, and more. Additionally, survivors of domestic violence face significant negative mental
health repercussions including post-traumatic stress disorder and depression affecting between 54%-75% of
survivors. If survivors have managed to be granted protections from abusers (e.g., restraining or protective
orders), it is essential that policy ensuring basic needs like electricity and heat to those in these vulnerable
situations are equally protected. Further, because the majority of those who've experienced domestic violence
come from economically disadvantaged backgrounds, it is essential to expand the recognition of authorities
authorized to provide documentation for an illness or disability to ensure equitable access to these protections
for people who may not have access or easy access to physicians. We recommend expanding those authorized to
include any physical or mental health professional.

On behalf of Sojourner House, we respectfully urge you to SUPPORT House bill 7612 AND MAKE THE
SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS to help ensure the most vulnerable Rhode Islanders can benefit from these
protections.
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