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February 11, 2026
RE: Opposition to House Bill 7334
Dear Chairman Solomon and members of the Corporations Committee,

As the advocacy voice of the responsible pet care community, the Pet Advocacy Network
represents the interests and expertise of retailers, companion animal suppliers, manufacturers,
distributors, pet owners, and others involved in the many aspects of pet care across the United
States. Our association promotes animal well-being and responsible pet ownership, fosters
environmental stewardship, and ensures healthy pets' availability through our local, state, and
federal work. In addition, we routinely advocate for legislative and regulatory proposals to
protect the health, safety, and availability of companion animals.

On behalf of the responsible pet care community, | respectfully urge you to oppose H 7334,
which would prohibit pet stores in Rhode Island from selling parrots obtained from breeders or
brokers and would impose additional restrictions on sales in public places and online, While the
bili intends to improve animal welfare, it is overly broad and will likely cause unintended
consequences that could ultimately harm parrots, consumers, and responsible small
businesses.

The legislation focuses on restricting the source of birds to the general public, rather than
addressing measurable welfare standards stores and breeders must adhere to. By broadly
banning pet stores from selling parrots obtained from breeders or brokers, regardless of
whether those birds were responsibly bred, properly socialized, and humanely raised, the bill
assumes that pet stores alone determine welfare outcomes. The bill does not establish new
care standards, veterinary documentation requirements, disease testing protocols, or enhanced
consumer protections tied to the health of the bird. If the goal is to improve parrot welfare,
policy should focus on enforceable care standards and oversight, not on eliminating well
regulated, lawful and transparent commerce that protects both consumer and animal.

Restricting regulated retail channels will not eliminate consumer demand for companion birds.
Instead, it is likely to shift sales into less visible markets, including unlicensed backyard
breeders, out-of-state sellers, and unregulated online piatforms. These environments are far
more difficult to monitor and are more likely to involve poor welfare practices, disease
transmission risks, and consumer fraud. Removing transparent, regulated sources may
unintentionally reduce oversight rather than strengthen it.

There is also concern that the bill is being presented as addressing “parrots” in a way that
suggests only large, long-lived tropical birds. tn practice, the legislation would prohibit the sale
of commonly owned birds such as budgerigars, parakeets, cockatiels, and lovebirds. These birds
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are among the most popular companion animals and are typically purpose-bred by professional
breeders operating within regulated systems.

It is also important to recognize that Rhode Island pet stores and the licensed breeders with
whom they work are already subject to federal oversight under the Animal Welfare Act. The
U.S. Department of Agriculture requires licensing or registration for individuals and companies
that commercially sell birds, and those facilities are routinely inspected to ensure compliance
with humane care standards. These standards address housing, food, water, environmental
conditions, handling, transportation, and other factors that affect the physical and
psychological well-being of birds. H 7334 does not build upon or strengthen these standards.
Instead, it removes one of the most transparent and regulated pathways through which
consumers obtain birds.

Local pet stores provide more than a point of sale. They offer guidance on nutrition, housing,
enrichment, and veterinary care, heiping families make informed decisions and supporting
long-term, successful pet ownership. These businesses work to match birds with appropriate
homes, reducing the likelihood that animals will later be surrendered to shelters or rescues.
Eliminating these stores as a source of companion birds diminishes consumer education and
support while failing to address potential welfare concerns in less regulated channels.

The bill’s advisory committee structure also raises concerns. By naming specific private
organizations to assist with implementation and compliance without clear state oversight or
broader stakeholder inclusion, the legislation creates questions about transparency,
accountability, and equitable representation. If Rhode Island seeks expert input on avian
welfare, a neutral advisory body that includes veterinarians, avian specialists, rescues,
responsible breeders, small business representatives, and enforcement officials would provide
more balanced guidance.

In addition to policy concerns, the bill would impose significant economic strain on small
businesses. Many Rhode Island pet stores are locally owned small businesses that contribute to
the state’s economy and tax base. The proposed penalties, combined with restrictions on
inventory sourcing, would create financial uncertainty for store owners while reducing
consumer access to healthy, responsibly bred birds. One longstanding local business, Jungle
Junction, which has operated for more than 35 years and is widely recognized for its avian
education and community engagement, would be particularly impacted. The ripple effects
would extend beyond retail stores to breeders, suppliers, and manufacturers who support the
pet care ecosystem in the state.

The iegislation also contains definitions and restrictions that could create confusion and
inconsistent enforcement. Broad terminclogy surrounding breeders, brokers, and rescue
organizations may unintentionally capture lawful hobbyists and legitimate placement networks.

1025 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20036

202.452.1525 | info@petadvocacy.org

Petadvocacy.org



s& ADVOCACY
o) Pe NETWORK

The prohibition on sales in public places could similarly create uncertainty for educational
events, adoption gatherings, and other community activities involving birds.

If the General Assembly’s objective is to enhance parrot welfare and reduce neglect, there are
more targeted and effective approaches available. Strengthening enforcement of existing
cruelty laws, requiring veterinary documentation and disease testing disclosures, and improving
public education about the long-term responsibilities of bird ownership would directly address
welfare concerns without eliminating regulated and transparent commerce.

We encourage Rhode Island to pursue thoughtful, evidence-based policies that protect birds
while supporting responsible ownership and local businesses. This bill, as drafted, does not
strike that balance. For these reasons, | respectfully urge the Committee to vote no on H 7334
and instead, let’s work together to find ways to strengthen protections for birds, consumers,
and the local businesses in the Ocean State.

Thank you for your consideration,

Alisa Clements
Director, Government Affairs
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FACTS ABOUT

PET BIRDS

WHERE DO PET BIRDS COME FROM?

The vast majority of pet birds in the United
States come from private, professional
breeders regulated by the USDA. Since 1992,
the importation of internationally protected
birds has been broadly prohibited.

WHAT REGULATIONS ENSURE
PET BIRD WELFARE?

Professional bird breeders are licensed and
inspected by the USDA under the federal Animal
Welfare Act. They are often regulated by state and
local authorities, as well. The Animal Welfare Act
regulations of bird breeders are thorough and
cover: Veterinary care, species-specific housing;
cleanliness; food storage; waste disposal;
temperature; ventilation; lighting; psychological
and environmental enrichment.

HOW ARE PET BIRDS
TRANSPORTED PROFESSIONALLY?

Pet birds are moved in customized
temperature-controlled shipping vehicles. The
containers meet International Air Transport
Association standards and are size-appropriate
for the species and number of birds being .
shipped. Most birds are shipped with food in
the crate and with fruits to keep them hydrated
or some other water system that stays clean.
Transit times are typically less than a day.

ARE BIRDS GOOD PETS?

Birds raised as pets in the U.S. are accustomed
from birth to humans and their enclosures. But just
as with getting a specific breed of dog like a husky,
prospective bird owners should make sure it’s right
for them. Sources such as MyRightBird.com provide
this information to prospective owners.
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HOW LONG DO PET BIRDS LIVE?

Research has shown that for most common

pet species of birds, when well cared for and
provided a proper diet, the median life span,
depending on the species, is between 5 and 22
years-similar to cats and dogs. Claims that birds
live very long lifespans are mostly myths and
occasional exemplary individuals.

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO HELP
BIRDS INTERNATIONALLY?

Existing regulations and protections mean that
purchasing a domestically bred pet bird in the
United States is not contributing to the decline
of birds worldwide. But that doesn’t mean we
can’t help. Several ways include:

*  Support efforts to increase captive breeding
worldwide,

< Support efforts to educate people in native range
states about the importance of protecting habitat
and captive breeding pet species.

*  Support nonprofits that
conserve wild bird habitats,
such as the Laney Rickman
Blue-throated Macaw
Reserve.




ADDRESSING MYTHS AGAINST
LICENSED PET SHOPS &
PROFESSIONAL BREEDERS

Banning pet
sales stops
“puppy milis”
(irresponsible
breeders).

x
Banning pet
sales helps
tocal animal
shelters.

Banning retail
sales of pets
improves
animal
welfare.

x
Pet stores
don’t need to
sell pets.

x
Transporting
animals to
pet storesis
inherently
inhumane.

This is false for two reasons. First, breeders
who provide puppies to pet stores must have
a federal license and be inspected by the USDA
{and typically need a state license, as well).
Second, the lobbying group behind pet sale

has not dropped between 2007 and 2025.

bans has admitted the number of puppy mills é

California banned retail cat and dog salesin
2019. Yet since then, animal shelters up and
down the state have still been at capacity.

In 2025, local news reported, “Yet another
overcrowding crisis looming over LA animal
shelters.” Meanwhile, local news in the Bay
Area reported, “San Francisco animal shelter
overloaded again with dogs.”

9

When prospective pet owners can't get the pet
they want from a licensed local business, many
will look on the Internet, where scams are rife,
The Better Business Bureau has a database

of pet scams that people report. Data show
there was a 300% increase in reported scams
in California after the state passed a ban on pet
stores selling dogs and cats, é

Pet sale bans have caused pet stores to close
in California, New York, and other jurisdictions
that have passed these laws. Advocates of
these laws falsely claim that pet stores can
stay in business without selling pets. This is
untrue, Without the revenue and foot traffic
from animals, many pet stores, especially
independent, family-owned businesses, can't
survive. The activists saying otherwise have
never run a pet store.

o

Animals transported to licensed pet stores
must meet strict federal and state standards
to ensure their welfare, By contrast, animals
purchased online are often shipped illegally,
without oversight, veterinary records, or
enforceable standards, Many animal rescue

transports are shipped in this way, too. 46
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x

x

Pet stores
worsen
shelter over-
crowding.

“Adopt, don’t
shop” is the
only ethical
choice.

Dogs in
shelters can
replace dogs
in pet stores,

Pet stores
sell animals

from “puppy
mills.”

Licensed
professional
breeders are
all “puppy
milis.”

Fewer puppies
are being bred
in 2025 than

2020.

Shelter overcrowding is driven by stray
animals, owner surrenders due to housin gor
economic pressures, imports from out-of-state,
not by regulated retail sales.

Adoption is a great option, but it is not
appropriate or feasible for everyone. Shelters
cannot reliably provide specific breeds or
animals suitable for families with children,
seniors, or individuals with allergies, Ethical
pet ownership includes responsible adoption
and responsible breeding.

~

While many shelter animals are wonderful
companions, many shelters have higher
proportions of dogs with behavioral, medical,
or placement challenges. This reality
underscores why a one-size-fits-all mandate
{eliminating consumer choice) does not serve

animals, families, or communities. _6

Licensed pet stores source animals from
federally regulated breeders that are subject
to USDA inspections and enforcement. These
breeders are often subject to state inspection
and enforcement, as well. “Puppy mills”
operate outside of regulations, often selling
directly online or through classified ads —

bans are enacted.

precisely the channels that expand when retail

v

\

Anti-pet store activists often pretend that any
licensed, professional breeder is a “puppy
mill” simply because they produce animals for
pet stores. In reality, “puppy mills”
areirresponsible breeders who do not provide

for proper animal welfare, °

Thisis cherry-picking. There was a boomn in dog
sales in 2020 during the pandemic. The fact that
fewer dogs are being bred at licensed breeders
is simply evidence that people aren't buying as
many dogs as they were during the initial stages

home-which drove many to get a new pet.

of the pandemic, when people had to stay at
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