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What is Hemp?

“Hemp" means the plant Cannabis sativa L. and any part of that plant,
seeds thereof and all derivatives, extracts, cannabinoids, isomers, acic
salts of isomers, whether growing or not, with a total THC concentratior
range of not more than three-tenths percent (.3%) on a dry weight or pe
basis regardless of moisture content.




Hemp: Who regulates it in RI?

Hemp Growers
* US Department of Agriculture/Department of Business Regulation (“DBR”)
* Inorder to grow hemp in Rhode Island, an entity is required to obtain a license (du
DBR. DBR rules reflect the current requirements under the Farm Bill.
Hemp Manufacturer/Processor
* DBR
* A handler or dual license is required to further process or manufacture hemp post
Island.
Hemp-Derived Consumable Product Distribution
» DBR
* If you want to sell defined hemp-derived consumable products to a Rl retailer, a lic
required.
Hemp-Derived Consumable Product Retail Sale
« DBR-If you want to sell defined hemp-derived consumable products to consumers in RI
license from DBR is required.

DBR will continue to regulate hemp post May 15t when Cannabis Control Commission (CCC) r
Governor McKee's 2025-2026 Budget Proposal includes the transfer of authority of the hen
DBR to the CCC.



New England States & Hemp Regulatory A
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Cannabis Regulatory Agencies With Hemp Regulato

State

District of Columbia

Loulsiana

Maryland

Michigan

Minnesota

New Jersey

New York

Oregon

Regulatory authority over any hemp products?

DC Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Administration

- Department of Agriculture and Forestry
- Department of Health
- Office of Alcohol and Tobacco Control (ATC)

- Maryland Department of Agriculture
- Maryland Cannabis Administration

Cannabis Regulatory Agency

Office of Cannabis Management

Department of Agriculture

Office of Cannabis Management

- Department of Agriculture
- Liquor & Cannabis Commission
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USDA Farm Bills

* The 2014 Farm Bill (Agricultural Act of 2014, P.L. 113- 79, §7606) establ
Hemp Research Pilot Program (7 U.S.C. §5940).

* The 2018 Farm Bill (Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (P.L. 115-334,
10114, 12619) expanded on hemp provisions in the 2014 farm bill, estal

Domestic Hemp Production Program, amending the Agricultural Marketin
1946 (7 U.S.C. §§16390-s).



Hemp: Rhode Island

* 2016: Rl Hemp Growth Act
« 2018 DBR Rules and Regulations

* 2019: Amended Rl Hemp Growth Act

* 2021: Amended DBR Rules and Regulations

* Added in 2018 Farm Bill Requirements

* Added hemp-derived consumable distributor and retail license requir:
* 2024: Amended DBR Rules and Regulations

* Added specific product types (flower, concentrates, edible/beverages
* Added total THC limits for hemp-derived consumable products



Hemp-Derived: What does that mean

* Hemp is federally legal pursuant to the Farm Bill.
* Licenses to grow hemp are required.

* Hemp is deemed “hemp” if potency results from an approved third-p
show a THC concentration of no more than .3% on a dry-weight basis
prior to harvest. Compliant hemp can then be harvested. Noncompili
required to be destroyed.

* Hemp-derived products are required to come from compliantly harve
and as such may be transferred between states.

* Hemp-derived cannabinoids cannot be synthetically produced and/o
Rhode Island.



Hemp-Derived Consumable Products i

* Hemp regulations were amended in 2024 to ensure total THC limits were in place
derived products.

* Office of Cannabis Regulation (“OCR”), within DBR, requires a distributor or retail |
distribute/sell hemp flower, concentrates, and edible type products.

* Hemp Flower: No more than 1% THC limit (guidance issued in 2025)

* Concentrates intended to be inhaled: No more than 5mgs of total THC per pac
product.

* Edible products: No more than 1mg of total THC per serving and 5mgs of total
package.

"THC" means THC as defined in R.I. Gen. Laws § 2-26-3(13) and includes delta !
tetrahydrocannabinol, the principal psychoactive constituent of cannabis,

tetrahydrocannabinol acid and the natural or synthetic equivalents of the subst:
contained in the plant, or in the resinous extractives of, cannabis sativa L., or ar
substances, compounds, salts, or derivatives of the plant or chemicals and theii



Overview: Rhode Island Hemp Licenset

Hemp-Derived Consumable Retailers
e 113

Hemp-Derived Consumable Distributors
¢ 11

Hemp Handlers
* 4

Hemp Dual (Growers/Handlers)
4



Enforcement Priorities

Licensing Retail Shops and Education

* The goal in 2024 was to get businesses in Rl selling hemp-derived produci
and most importantly to ensure that synthetic cannabinoid products were
shelves.

Hemp-Derived Seltzers
* These seltzers can be found in licensed hemp retail locations and may cor
more than 1mg of THC per serving and 5mgs of THC per package.
Flower above the allowable total THC limit

Testing

* All current hemp-derived products available for sale are required to be test
potency. Additional tests similar to what is required for cannabis, should al
phased in such as pesticides, heavy metals and microbiological contamin:



Key Takeaways and Future Needs

* Implement similar requirements for hemp as we have for cannabis.
* Total THC limits
* Packaging and Labeling
* Testing

* The goal is to ensure that every product sold in Rl whether it be hemp o
derived is held to the same high standard.



