Roberta DiMezza
\

From: Lima, Nicholas J. <NLima@CranstonRl.org>

Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 12:48 PM

Cc: Randy Jackvony (randy@randyjackvony.com)

Subject: Cranston Board of Canvassers - Letter of Support for H8102

Dear Honorable Members of the General Assembly,

Please take note that the Cranston Board of Canvassers voted unanimously on Thursday to support the language and
effect of H-8102, and strongly urges the speedy passage of this legislation by the House and Senate.

Simply said, this is a common-sense procedural change to allow voters to easily sign in on an electronic PollPad using
photo ID and cast their ballot directly into a voting machine that is secured at the local boards of canvassers.

The bill constitutes a simple process change to emergency voting that wili truly make a world of difference,
administratively, in the processing of emergency mail ballots in volume for elections both this fall and in the future,
while simultaneously streamlining an unnecessarily time-consuming and cumbersome process for voters and election
administrators. It will also ensure that voters’ ballots will be cast as intended in the event of over-votes or errors, as
voters will place their ballots directly into a voting machine and be prompted to make corrections immediately, instead
of placing their ballots in an oath envelope to be reviewed days later, without the voter present and with limited or no
chance for correction.

The legislation will prevent the Board of Elections from being overwhelmed with thousands of emergency ballots
transported by the cities and towns on Election Day, and also upholds the integrity of the election process by including a
voter ID component, while still retaining fail-safe voting procedures for voters who may not have a current ID to vote —
just as they can do so now via a traditional emergency ballot application based on signature verification.

While due to the challenges presented by COVID-19, this is not the only change desperately needed this election cycle,
H-8102 does constitute a significant improvement over an existing, highly flawed emergency voting process that is in no
way designed in existing law to accommaodate its present volume and use by voters, which as we’ve communicated
previously, was an urgent issue for elections administrators even before the start of the pandemic.

Passage of this legislation now will ensure cities and towns, as well as the Board of Elections, are not overwhelmed
during the 20-day emergency periods, at the unacceptable cost of disenfranchising countless voters.

If you have any questions about this legislation or why it is so important for the success of the upcoming elections,
please do not hesitate to call me directly at 401-780-3128.

Thank you for your consideration of H-8102 as a means to safeguard and significantly improve our elections process this
fall.

Very truly yours,

Nick Lima

Registrar/Director of Elections

On behalf of the Cranston Board of Canvassers

Cc: Randy Jackveny, Cranston BOC Chair
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