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Rhode Island
Zoological Society
The Honorable Marvin L. Abney
Officers
Maﬁc';ﬂ_‘ Q. Williamson House Committee on Finance
air
Howard Merten Rhode Island State House, Room 35
Vice Chai
Margaret Ferguson 82 Smith Street
Secretary
Sandra L. Coletta Providence, RI 02903
Treasimrer
Board of Trustees .
Kristen Adamo Dear Chairman Abney,
Nancy Allen
Douglas Caniglia
Barbara S. Cotta s - . 3
T:re:araA_ Creanm I am writing on behalf of the Roger Williams Park Zoo in full support of H7959, which
Sarah Denby would put a ballot question to Rhode Island voters later this year to approve $40
Dana Goldberg million in bonds for a full renovation of our visitor entrance.
Marta Gomez-Chiarri
F:n':l‘;kﬂt L;l*BE‘::e We believe that the entrance renovation will increase the Zoo’s physical visibility,
leRoIIl: Meiran improve access and further contribute to the Zoo’s positive economic impacts on
Jeffrey Mello Roger Williams Park, the city of Providence and all of Rhode Island. The project
;‘:‘“‘ ). ;a‘:’“mm would create a state-of-the-art entry complex that modernizes the Zoo’s ticketing and
K;‘:‘"Sﬂ‘;a'a;flo_’ CHE admission processes and would be signiﬁcantly more visible from 1-95 than the current
entrance. The redesign would centralize all necessary services upon entrance, allowing
Chﬂimaﬂimms e the Zoo to better support the various needs of our guests. Finally, the project would
0 . Dan . o . . .

P feature new “entry habitats” to draw in guests and provide a fully immersive and
Trustees Emeritus educational experience from start to finish. The project will put front-and-center some
2“:;‘:;:“,5';:1:"' Esa. of our most popular animals, including the penguin and sealion, immediately inside the
Jocelin Hamblett entrance.

James S. Harper III, VMD* e
Bradford B. Kopp As you are aware, Rhode Island voters approved a $53 million “Clean Water, Open
Arthur D. Little Space and Healthy Communities” Bond in 2014, which included $15 million for the
:g?;ﬁ;d:a?er Zoo. This bond question brought together the RI Department of Environmental
Jane S. Nelson Management and a broad coalition of environmental groups, all of which worked
Cate M. Roberts collectively to promote and advocate for the passage of the referendum. The combined
:h'b"" r:‘l':sggt;" . effort was successful and the bond passed with overwhelming support, garnering over
opert . Co . . .
70% approval. The Zoo used the bond money swiftly and efficiently, completing our
Ex-Officio Faces of the Rainforest exhibit on time and on budget, opening to the public in
we';:,’;:r':::: entof November 2018. The exhibit has been a tremendous success, drawing an estimated
Parks 36,757 additional visitors to the Zoo in its first year. Many of those visitors came from
Jeremy Goodman, DVM out of state and contributed an estimated $1.7 million in tourism spending for the
Exeartive Diector Rhode Island economy. The project generated 256 jobs and will continue to produce
*deceased
Roger Williams Park Zoo is supported and managed by the Rhode Island Zoological Society. HUMANE  ASSOCIATION
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economic output and tax revenue going forward. In just one year, the project was a net
positive for the state and local economy, generating $15.65 million in value added.

We recognize that the price tag for our proposed project is significant, but we feel that
the return on investment has been well established in our previous bond-financed
project. Our Zoo relies on revenue from ticket sales and membership, whereas many
zoos around the country receive millions in dedicated yearly tax revenue from their
municipal governments. We also believe that Rhode Island voters would again show
their support for us at the ballot box — in one month, we received over 2000 signatures
from Rhode Islanders who said they would like to see our bond proposal put to a vote
in 2020. Given the significant return on investment from our portion of the 2014 Open
Spaces bond and this enthusiasm from our visitors, we feel that this bond proposal is
worthy addition to the referenda questions for consideration on the 2020 ballot.

We appreciate your willingness to consider our proposal and are happy to answer any
questions about the project.

Sincerely,

Jeremy Goodman

Executive Director, Roger Williams Park Zoo

cc: Representative Scott Slater
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THE ROGER WILLIAMS PARK ZOO

I.

Rhode Island voters authorized $15 million of bond
funding to support development of the new Faces of the
Rainforest Exhibit, and it is already paying dividends in the
first year of operation. Researchers at the University of
Rhode Island collaborated with the Rhode Island
Zoological Society to estimate the economic impact of the
new exhibit from conception through its first year of
operation. These impacts were driven by $14.5 million of
design and construction spending, and estimated 36,657
new visitors, and $1.7 million of tourism spending from out
of state. Overall, the investment is already net positive,
generating $15.65 million of value added in state and local
economies.

36,657

ADDED ANNUAL VISITORS

$27.4 miLuion + 256 JoBs

FOR THE RHODE ISLAND ECONOMY

$1.2 MiLLION
STATE & LOCAL TAX REVENUE
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Roger Williams Park Zoo ballot question petition response results

From October 25, 2019 to December 11, 2019, Roger Williams Park Zoo attendees
and members were asked if they would support a bond question being placed on the
2020 ballot using the language below. We received over 2000 signatures from Rhode
Island residents and, using ZIP codes, found that that support for this question comes
from across our state.

“In 2020, Rhode Islanders will go back to the polls to vote for candidates for elected

office will also have the opportunity to decide how their hard-earned tax dollars will
be used.

You, as a member of the Zoo family, know that the Zoo is an important place for
conservation and education - not to mention a great place to make family memories.

We are asking you, as a Zoo member, if you would support placing our bond initiative
to be on the 2020 ballot.

We will be requesting a 340M bond for new exhibits and new visitor amenities -
including penguins, sea lions, a new entrance experience and more.

I hope you will support us and add your name to our list of Zoo supporters!”

Below is the list of signatures broken down by respondent residence:

Town/city Signatures
Providence 293
Warwick 289
Cranston 196
Coventry 105
North Kingstown 99
East Greenwich 82
East Providence 76
Pawtucket 71
South Kingstown 70
Barrington 60
Cumberland 59
West Warwick 58
Johnston 56
Smithfield 52
Scituate 4]




Lincoln 37
Woonsocket 34
North Providence 31
Bristol 29
Westerly 28
Burillville 28
Warren 25
North Smithfield 23
Portsmouth 22
Tiverton 22
Narragansett 22
Jamestown 21
Newport 21
Hopkinton 18
Charlestown 18
Glocester 18
West Greenwich 15
Middletown 13
Exeter 11
Little Compton 8

Foster 7

Central Falls 7

Richmond 4




